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Use the graphic organizer on the next page to help you organize your thoughts and important points you find in the reading. After you are done filling it up you can then create an explanatory essay. Write your five-paragraph explanatory essay on the following page, below this graphic organizer. 
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band only writes one catchy song, people won’t remember
them beyond that song. These bands are often known as “one-
hit wonders.” True talent helps a musician’s career last longer.

Practice and talent are not the only factors that determine
the fate of a musician. Performers must have drive. For
example, American musician Ray Charles overcame a tough
childhood and a disability in his meteoric rise to fame. He lost
his sight as a child, and by the time he was 15, both of his
parents had died. However, Charles’s determination to sing and
play piano paid off when his bluesy soul and rock songs topped
the charts. Charles worked hard, and luckily for him, people
liked his music. He won 17 Grammy Awards!

Becoming a famous musician isn’t easy. You have to be
truly dedicated. That could mean that you have to spend more
time practicing music than you do hanging out with your
friends. You might also have to experiment with different styles
of music or even move to a new city. But with enough practice,
talent, and drive, some people do become famous musicians.
Do you have what it takes?
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Features of an Explanatory Essay * 32

Explanatory Essay

It introduces a topic and develops ideas related to the
topic.

It includes facts, definitions, quotations, and details to
support and develop ideas.

It groups related facts, definitions, and details into
paragraphs.

It uses precise language and content words.

It uses linking words to connect ideas.

It provides a conclusion that relates to the topic.
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A Musician’s Mark

by Jack Crawford

Do you yearn to be a famous musician? Have you ever
wondered what it takes for a person to accomplish that lofty
goal? Becoming a famous musician requires years of hard work
and dedication. Musicians know that one key to success is
practice, but practice is not the only necessary ingredient.

Musi

important ability to persist toward a goal, under any

ans also need to have talent and drive—that all-

circumstance. And sometimes, they need a little bit of luck.

First and foremost, every musician practices. Concert
violinist Hilary Hahn points out that practice is “as important
for a musician as eating is for any human being.” Without
consistent practice, a musician might make mistakes or forget
which notes to play. Practice improves the skill and confidence
of performing musicians. In fact, with enough practice, a
musician can learn a song so thoroughly that playing it
becomes “second nature.” This familiarity allows the musician
to add a bit of character to his or her performance. For
example, some musicians might do things on stage, such as
interact with the audience, or maybe even dance or jump
around as they play!

Sometimes musicians grow famous overnight. However,
many popular performers fade into oblivion. Why does this

happen? There are many reasons, but one is lack of talent. If a




