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citizens who cannot go up and down stairs cannot use the
center. If a new, wheelchair accessible center is built, all of the
town’s senior citizens could use the facility safely.

Third, the plumbing and heating systems in the old building
are out of date. On some days, there is no hot water. During the
winter, it is so cold that people need to wear their winter coats
inside the buil
center. I don’t blame them! T would rather stay in my warm

ing. This deters many seniors from using the

house than venture out to a cold building, too.

What can the citizens of Oaklawn do to help seniors? They
can raise awareness of these issues and they can write to the
mayor or their local alderman to ask the city to build a new
center. A new senior center will add value to the community,
and it will show our seniors that we appreciate them. They
deserve it, and one day, we might want to use the senior center

ourselves!
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Opinion Essay

It clearly states the writer’s opinion about a topic.

It supports the writer’s opinion with convincing reasons
and relevant evidence, including facts and details.

It organizes reasons and evidence in a logical order,
saving the strongest reason for last.

It links opinions and reasons using transitional words,
phrases, and clauses.

It provides a conclusion and asks readers to take action.
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Help the Seniors
by Rosa M.

The Oaklawn Senior Center is a place where the senior
citizens of our town can gather, socialize, and learn new things.
It is open Monday through Friday from 9 A.m. to 3 p.M. Seniors
can get a hot, nutritious lunch and participate in many creative

activities, such as yoga, discussion groups, writing class, and

quilting. Consequently, the senior center is an important part of
our community. Unfortunately, it has fallen into disrepair. Its
current location is old and unsafe. Our seniors deserve a new
home for the senior center; they are an important part of our
community. Therefore, the citizens of Oaklawn should push for
funding of a new senior center.

First, the current center is not big enough to accommodate
the growing number of senior citizens in our town. Right now,
everyone crams into one big room. There are people doing
aerobics in one corer and people playing bingo in another. A
new center would have enough room for everyone, along with
designated areas for the many activities the senior center offers.
For example, there could be a gymnasium for dance and
exercise classes and an art studio for pottery and painting
classes.

Second, the old building

seniors use canes, walkers, or wheelchairs to get around. There

not wheelchair accessible. Many

aren’t any ramps in the old building. Because of this, senior




